EPISODES  OF  THE   GREAT   WAR         [1915

were suffering from industrial ailments as they
suffered in dangerous trades at home. There were
more mechanics than in Sheffield, more dock labourers
than in Newcastle. But all the mechanism resembled
a series of pyramids which tapered to a point as they
neared the front. Behind were the great general
hospitals and convalescent homes ; then came the
clearing hospitals ; then the main dressing stations ;
and last of all, the advanced and regimental dressing
stations, where mechanism failed. Behind were the
huge transport depots and repairing shops, the daily
trains to railhead, the supply columns ; and last,
the hand-carts to carry ammunition to the firing
line. Behind were the railways and the mechanical
transport, but at the end a man had only his two
legs. Behind were the workshops of the Flying
Corps and the squadron and flight stations ; but at
the end of the chain was the solitary aeroplane coast-
ing over the German lines, and depending upon the
skill and nerve of one man. Though all modern
science had gone to the making of the war, at the
end, in spite of every artificial aid, it became ele-
mentary, akin in many respects to the days of bows
and arrows.

Spring and summer brought easier conditions for
the air services of the belligerent Powers; but the
comparative stagnation in the Western theatre,
where the service had been most highly developed,
prevented any conspicuous action by this arm.
The work of the winter in reconnaissance and des-
truction went on, and the story was rather of in-
dividual feats than of any great concerted activity.
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